


Bible: 
 
Students will be able to: 
1. Understand the Hebrew texts in their original languages.  Students will demonstrate 

attainment of this goal by being able to: 
a. read the Hebrew Bible, related ancient texts, and Jewish exegetical texts in their 

original languages; 
b. provide a literal but literate translation of those texts reflecting the plain sense 

 

2. Appreciate the historical context in which biblical texts were produced.  This will be 
demonstrated by students’ ability to: 

a. identify the relevant historical context for a given text in Mesopotamian, Egyptian, 
and archaeological terms; 

b. recognize the basic primary source material for the various types of material, and 
know how to locate and utilize such material. 

 

3. Synthesize their knowledge and understandings of Hebrew texts by being able to: 
a. analyze the problems—linguistic, literary, historical, legal, etc.—raised by Hebrew 

texts; 
b. offer solutions to identified problems accompanied by well-reasoned arguments; 
c. explain why alternate solutions are less plausible; 
d. identify the underlying assumptions that led to these conclusions. 

 

4. Have familiarity with the different historical contexts in which the biblical text and biblical 
interpretations were produced, as demonstrated by the students’ ability to: 

a. identify the cultural background relevant to the major Jewish biblical interpreters, and 
their defining characteristics; 

b. analyze the ways in which ideas of biblical interpretation circulated in the ancient and 



 

Philosophy 

Students will be able to: 
1. Know the broad sweep of Jewish thought and philosophy. Students will demonstrate this 

goal by being able to: 
a.  Identify major intellectual currents. 
b.  Understand the historical and conceptual relationship of these currents to one 

another. 
c. 


