Aspirational Holiness ¢ Parshat Kedoshim

me
Q€asS ar el ,opens with a transformational

ideg':r‘“Be holflr, for I am holy” (Lev. 19:2).
Particularly inspiring is that God commands
Moses to communicate this message to “all the
community of Israel.” Despite the emphasis
throughout Leviticus on the exclusive role of
the priests, holiness is not just relegated to the
elite. As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks persuasively
argues, we find here a “radical democratization of



In a profound and pithy response, refusing easy on to aspire for subjective self-discipline and
categorization, Rabbi Lichtenstein writes, “A Jew  heightened ethical sensitivity. The Torah does

is also commanded to aspire.” not provide us precise details, and thereby a ords
The relegation of holiness to the individual is us the autonomy, responsibility, and opportunity,
both challenging and empowering. In this liminal for_transformatlonal and individualized moral
space between choice and obligation, we are called ~ "€finement.
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