
Combating Anti-Semetism

“Exaggerate each feature until man is

Metamorphosed into beast, vermin, insect,

Fill in the background with malignant

Figures from ancient nightmares -- devils,

Demons, myrmidons of evil.

When your icon of the enemy is complete

You will be able t



Rabbi Sacks on The Causes of Antisemitism

Definitions -- What Is Antisemitism?

What is antisemitism? It is less a doctrine or set of beliefs than a series of contradictions. In the

past Jews were hated because they were rich and because they were poor, because they were

capitalists and because they were communists, because they kept to themselves and because

they infiltrated everywhere, because they held tenaciously to a superstitious faith and because

they were rootless cosmopolitans who believed nothing.

The best way to understand antisemitism is to see it as a virus. Viruses attack the human body,

but the body itself has an immensely sophisticated defense, the human immune system. How,

then, do viruses survive and flourish? By mutating. Antisemitism mutates, and in so doing

defeats the immune systems set up by cultures to protect themselves against hatred. There

have been three such mutations in the past two thousand years, and we are living through the

fourth.
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The Home We Build Together, p. 62

“Shame and necessity give rise to a culture of tragedy. Guilt, repentance and responsibility give

rise to one of hope. If we have free will, we are not slaves to fate. If at the heart of reality there

is a forgiving presence, then we are not condemned by guilt. ‘Penitence, prayer and charity

avert the evil decree’, goes one of the most famous Jewish prayers. There is no fate that is

inevitable, no future predetermined, no outcome we cannot avert. There is always a choice.

There are tragic cultures and there are hope cultures, and, though some combine elements of

both, the two are ultimately incompatible. In hope cultures, we are agents. We choose. All

depends on what we decide, and that cannot be known in advance. In tragic cultures, we are

victims. We are acted on by forces beyond our control, and they will eventually defeat even the

strongest. The only redemption of victimhood is to refuse that self-definition. In the long run no

good can come of it, for it belongs to a world of tragedy. It divides us into victims and

oppressors – and we are always the victims, while the others are the oppressors. Look at any

conflict zone in the world and you will find that both sides see themselves as the victims,

therefore innocent, and the others as the wrongdoers. That is a recipe for perpetual conflict and

perennial disappointment. There is only resentment, rage and desire for revenge, all of which

achieve nothing since all they do is provoke a reaction of attempted retaliation. The choice of

freedom brings the defeat of victimhood and the redemptive birth of hope.”

Morality, Chapter 14, pp. 210-211

“The story of humanity has been, for the most part, a flight from responsibility. The culprits

change. Only the sense of victimhood remains. It wasn’t us. It was the politicians. Or the media.

Or the bankers. Or our genes. Or our parents. Or the system – be it capitalism, communism, or

anything in between. Most of all, it is the fault of the others, the ones not like us, infidels, sons

https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/the-temptation-of-victimhood/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-hope/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/


of Satan, childr

https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/escape-from-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/victim-culture/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/a-culture-of-responsibility/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/what-defines-us/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/what-defines-us/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/what-defines-us/


https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/what-defines-us/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/what-defines-us/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/what-defines-us/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/blame-cultures/
https://www.rabbisacks.org/quotes/what-defines-us/


amiss, when there is a profound cognitive dissonance between the way things are and the way

people think they ought to be. People are then faced with two possibilities. They can either ask,

“What did we do wrong?” and start to put it right, or they can ask, “Who did this to us?” and

search for a scapegoat.”

Judaism’s Life-Changing Ideas, p. 226

Source 2

“Jews cannot cure anti-Semitism. Only anti-Semites can do that, together with the society to

which they belong. The reason is that Jews are not the cause of anti-Semitism. They are the

objects of it, but that is something different. The cause of anti-Semitism is a profound malaise in

the cultures in which it appears. It happens whenever a society feels that something is badly

amiss, when there is a profound cognitive dissonance between the way things are and the way

people think they ought to be. People are then faced with two possibilities. They can either ask,

“What did we do wrong?” and start to put it right, or they can ask, “Who did this to us?” and

search for a scapegoat.”

Judaism’s Life-Changing Ideas, p. 226

Question: According to Rabbi Sacks, how does the “scapegoat” theory lead to social conflict?

Stage 4 -- Sibling Rivalry

“The essential irreplaceability of persons is what gives love its vulnerability, its openness to loss

and grief, its fragility and pathos. It is what separates science (the search for universals) from

poetry (the love of particulars). It is also what distinguishes the God of the philosophers from
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“We can only change the world if we can change ourselves. That is why the book of Genesis

ends with the story of Joseph and his brothers. It tells on an individual level the story that the

book of Exodus tells on a national level. Israel is charged with the task of transforming the moral

vision of humankind, but it can only do so if individual Jews, of whom the forerunners were

Jacob’s children, are capable of changing themselves.”

“Teshuvah is the ultimate assertion of freedom. Time then becomes an arena of change in

which the future redeems the past and a new concept is born – the idea we call hope.”

The Future of the Past (Vayechi, Covenant & Conversation)

“Today God is calling us, Jew, Christian and Muslim, to let go of hate and the preaching of hate,

and live at least as brothers and sisters, true to our faith and a blessing to others regardless of

their faith, honouring God’s name by honouring his image, humankind.”

Not in God’s Name, p. 267

“The way to peace is to realize that our grasp of truth is partial, fragmentary, incomplete. That is

the human condition. Truth matters, but peace matters more. That is Judaism’s considered

judgment. Many of the greatest crimes in history were committed by those who believed they

were in possession of the truth while their opponents were sunk in error. To make peace

between husband and wife (Abraham and Sarah) and between brothers (Joseph and Jacob’s

other sons), the Torah sanctions a statement that is less than the whole truth. Dishonesty? No.

Tact, sensitivity, discretion? Yes. That is an idea both eminently sensible and humane.”
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The White Lie (Vayechi, Covenant & Conversation)

“Peace comes when we see our reflection in the face of God and let go of the desire to be

someone else.”

Not in God’s Name, p. 139

Question: According to Rabbi Sacks, why is civilizational “sibling rivalry” dangerous, and how do

we prevent it?  Can you think of historical civilizational “sibling rivalries,” and how they

concluded?
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