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writing pieces. In addition, students will write a paper by the end of the term that will 
embody a sophisticated comparative reflection exploring one of the political and 
theological themes discussed in class. A final will conclude the semester.     

  

Academic Honesty Policy and Disabilities: All students are expected to be aware of and 
abide by Yeshiva University’s academic honesty policy. Plagiarism will not be tolerated. 



Texts 

<#=(&.0, selections 

Plato, !"#$2#9>?1.':$selections 

Shlomo Yosef Zevin, “%.8"9(*$@"51+'7$A#BC&$/("(1(7"(D” 

The Merchant of Venice: Law and Mercy in Judaism and Christianity 

Robert Cover, “Nomos and Narrative,” 97 Harvard Law Review (1983)  

1. Ben Menahem, E>3.'.(1$<#=.(*.+)$.)$!(10>3.'$A(F:$selections 

Samuel Azjenstat, “Contract in The Merchant of$-#).'#:” 21 Philosophy & Literature 
(1997) 

Moshe Taragin, “The Role of Peshara Within the Halakhic Judicial System” 

Nahshon and Shapiro, eds., E#F.8"$2#89+)8#8$*+$*"#$%#&'"()*$+,$-#).'# 

Part 1: !"#$%#&'"()*$+,$-#).'#G$E#F8:$H"&.8*.()8:$()3$E>8*.'#$=8D$%#&'5 

Meir Soloveichik, “The Virtue of Hate”  

Richard Posner, A(F$()3$A.*#&(*>&#:$selections 

Joseph B. Soloveitchik, /(1(7".'$%():$selections 

Michael M. Mcconnell, et. al., H"&.8*.()$I#&89#'*.=#8$+)$A#J(1$!"+>J"*:$selections 

Shaina Trapedo, “Shylock in the Lion’s Den,” !"#$K.?1#$+)$*"#$@"(7#89#(&#()$@*(J# 

1. R. Reno, “Loving the Law,” L.&8*$!".)J8 

$ 

Royalty, Regicide and Levirate Marriage in Henry VIII and Hamlet 

/(01#* is Shakespeare’s most studied play. What is often unknown today—but was well 
known to all of England at the time— was that the themes of regicide, marriage, and 
legitimacy were profoundly connected to Elizabeth’s claim to the throne, to Henry VIII’s 
marriages to Katherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn, and to the very legitimacy of the 
English throne. Strikingly, the biblically knowledgeable reader will also understand 
something that could not have been lost on someone as biblically literate as 
Shakespeare: that the Davidic dynasty, the most celebrated royal family of both Jewish 
and Christian scripture, descended from a series of relationships that are linked to the 
concept of M.??>0. The careful reader of David’s story will also see how David struggles 
to balance family and policy, his love of his children, and his responsibility for the 
wellbeing of the country and the monarchy. It is impossible to study the book of Samuel, 



or /(01#*, without considering one of the central questions discussed in politics today: 
how does the personal impact the familial?  

We will study the play while placing it in the context of the questions about royal 
marriages and succession in Shakespeare’s time, and the role that Talmudic, Catholic, and 
Protestant exegesis played in debates about these questions. This will allow us to see 
Hamlet through a new lens and to explore the following questions: What, for the Bible, 
and for Shakespeare, is the relationship between family and royalty, lineage and politics? 
What can be learned from the controversy surrounding Elizabeth’s legitimacy about the 
nature of royalty in the public mind? What is the role of a king in the Bible, and why 
might regicide be a religious as well as moral crime?  What might that tell us about the 
role of a king in the Biblical conception, and what is Shakespeare attempting to 
communicate about this very same subject following the various successors to Henry 
VIII? If the king is 



Sovereignty, Statecraft, and Spiritual Leadership in Richard II and Henry V 

In October 1521, Pope Leo X conferred upon Henry VIII the honorary title “Defender of 
the Faith” in recognition of the king’s public defense of the sacramental nature of 
marriage and the supremacy of the pope. Less than a decade later, after Henry divorced 
Katherine and declared himself the head of the newly fledged Church of England, the 
pope revoked the title and excommunicated the king. The Reformation activated 
numerous questions about religious and political authority. How is it bestowed? What 
are its 






