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which all individuals are free to express their opinions, whatever they may be. The imposition of
a boycott is incompatible with open, democratic dialogue.”

Although many musicians and artists have declined to visit Israel as a way of showing solidarity
with the Palestinians, Hawking was the first scientist of his stature to embrace the boycott
movement.

Many opposed to his decision took to social media at the time to vent their anger, some accusing
him of outright anti-Semitism and others going so far as to ridicule his physical condition. Much
ado was made at the time of the fact that the computer-based system through which he
communicates to the world runs on a chip designed by Israel’s Intel team.

Writing in Time Magazine then, David Wolpe, the prominent Los Angeles rabbi, voiced his
indignation. “As Hawking must know,” he wrote, “he is boycotting precisely those most likely to
agree with his political stance, the left-wing academic community in Israel. It’s hard to believe
he endorses a theory that if he can make some academic conferences a tad less prestigious, peace
will bloom.”

(3) BDS Movement, Overview

Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) is a Palestinian-led movement for freedom, justice and
equality. BDS upholds the simple principle that Palestinians are entitled to the same rights as the
rest of humanity.

Israel is occupying and colonising Palestinian land, discriminating against Palestinian citizens of
Israel and denying Palestinian refugees the right to return to their homes. Inspired by the South
African anti-apartheid movement, the BDS call urges action to pressure Israel to comply with
international law.

BDS is now a vibrant global movement made up of unions, academic associations, churches and
grassroots movements across the world. Since its launch in 2005, BDS is having a major impact
and is effectively challenging international support for Israeli apartheid and settler-colonialism.

Prompt: Do you consider each of these case studies to be antisemitic or ‘just’ anti-Zionist?

II. Establishing the Question
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How do such absurdities come to be believed? This is a vast and complex subject, and I have
written a book about it, but the simplest explanation is this. When bad things happen to a group,
its members can ask one of two questions: “What did we do wrong?” or “Who did this to us?”
The entire fate of the group will depend on which it chooses.

If it asks, “What did we do wrong?” it has begun the self-criticism essential to a free society. If it
asks, “Who did this to us?” it has defined itself as a victim. It will then seek a scapegoat to blame
for all its problems. Classically this has been the Jews.

Antisemitism is a form of cognitive failure, and it happens when groups feel that their world is
spinning out of control.

Prompt: What do you learn from Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks’ understanding of why
antisemitism exists? How does that inform the conversation about whether antisemitism and
anti-Zionism are interchangeable?


