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Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÁÊÅÓÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÙÓÔÅÒÙ ÏÆ *ÕÄÁÉÓÍ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÁÔ ÂÅÓÔ *Å×Ó ×ÅÒe a small people in a 
small land, no match for the circumambient empires that periodically assaulted them, Jews 
did not give way to self-hate, self-ÄÉÓÅÓÔÅÅÍ ÏÒ ÄÅÓÐÁÉÒȢȱ (Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, Ceremony & 
Celebration, p. 85) 

4) How do we see this quote from Rabbi Sacks manifest in the case of the שר המשקים? 

 

 

Rabbi Sacks on Anti-Semitism as a Virus 

What is antisemitism? It is less a doctrine or set of beliefs than a series of contradictions. 
In the past Jews were hated because they were rich and because they were poor, because 
they were capitalists and because they were communists, because they kept to themselves 
and because they infiltrated everywhere, because they held tenaciously to a superstitious 
faith and because they were rootless cosmopolitans who believed nothing.  

The best way to understand antisemitism is to see it as a virus. Viruses attack the human 
body, but the body itself has an immensely sophisticated defence, the human immune 
system. How, then, do viruses survive and flourish? By mutating. (Future Tense: Jews, 
Judaism and Israel in the 21st Century (Schocken, 2012): p. 92.) 

5) With this perspective in mind, how would/should Joseph interact with Pharaoh and 
how should he express his Judaism? 

 

 

See :טז -טומא  

רְע ה֙ וַי  ֹּ֤אמֶר  ַ ִ֔ף פ  סֵּ ם אֶל־יו   חֲלַׂ֣ו 
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did not deny his identity, his way of life, his self-esteem and determination to be himself. He could 

not submerge or obliterate his distinctiveness. (Rabbi Soloveitchik2, Vision and Leadership, p.7) 

 
7) When faced with Anti-Semistism, how can we react? 

 

 

Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÁÓË ×ÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÏÃÁÕÓÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÉÓȡ -ÁÒÒÙ 

and have children, bring new Jewish life into the world, build schools, make communities, 

have faith in God who had faith in man and make sure that His voice is heard wherever evil 

threatens. Pursue justice, defend the defenceless, have the courage to be different and fight 

for the dignity of difference. Recognise the image of God in others, and defeat hate with 

love. Twice a year, on Yom HaShoah and the Ninth of Av, sit and mourn for those who died 

ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ "ÕÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÓ *Å×ÓȢȱ (Radical Then, 

Radical Now, p. 184) 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH THE ȰIVRIȱ 

Joseph did not act in consonance with this rule. The hate which he aroused in his brothers was 

mainly due to the fact that he stood out among them. He was distinct and different; in the pastoral, 

nomadic, and carefree community where he was raised, his actions were peculiar. His 

contemporaries could not understand when he spoke of a different economy--agriculture--and of 

people who did not wander from spot to spot living like parasites off the fat of the land. He 

envisioned people who had allegiance to the land and who displayed determination to force Mother 

Nature to feed its inhabitants, honest people who were ready to work, till, and irrigate. The 

shepherds heard in amazement this fantastic story: "For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the 

field, and lo, my sheaf arose and stood upright; and behold, your sheaves stood round about and 

bowed down to my sheaf" (Gen. 37:7). They were taken aback not so much by the fact that he saw 

himself as the central figure and master, but by the very story that placed himself and them within a 

different society, not a pastoral but an agricultural one. 

 
 

2 It is always interesting to note that whenever Rabbi Soloveitchik spoke about Joseph, we are left to wonder 
if he was only talking about the biblical character, or himself: Rabbi Joseph B Soloveitchikȣ 
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They resented his strangeness and singular way of seeing things more than they resented the 

egocentricity they wrongly imputed to him. "They embittered him and were hostile to him" (Gen. 

49:23) because he beheld visions, prophesying and preaching social change. He disturbed the 

primitive sense of peace that entranced the naive and gullible pastoral society. The brothers were 

angered by Joseph's dreams and visions. "They hated him yet more for his dreams" (Gen. 37:8). 

They felt that in his dreams there was a spark of truth, that the voice of God broke through those 

dreams. But they could not listen to them. (Rabbi Soloveitchik, Vision and Leadership, p.7) 

8) What was so important to Joseph that it was worth standing apart, even from his 
brothers? 
 
 

9) Is there anything that you care about enough to stand out for? 

 

 

STANDING OUT AND APART 

Look at Vayigash 
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refuses to be noticeable, to stand out and hence expose himself to loneliness and isolation, which in 

turn breed antagonism. (Rabbi Soloveitchik, Vision and Leadership, p.6)3 

 

13) If the brothers stand out in Egyptian society, how will that impact the experience in 
Egypt? 

 

When I was a student in Yeshiva University, Rabbi Sacks ended his two decade tenure as the 
Chief Rabbi of the UK. What Britain lost, we gained, because he became an adjunct professor 
in YU for a semester. I remember the Sunday morning that he spoke about Purim in a packed 
Glueck Beit Midrash. Below is the end of his remarkable address4: 

There is one question left, and I end with this story. What should we do as Jews to fight 
ÁÎÔÉÓÅÍÉÔÉÓÍȩ !ÎÄ ) ÁÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÎ ÕÎÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ 
one. And I learned this from a charedi Rav in Manchester, actually Manchester just 
is charediȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÈÏÌÙ ÃÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȢ !ÎÄ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÔÈÅ 
ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÅÒÅ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȟ ɉÂÕÔ na’ar hayitti gam zakanti, I remember 
ÔÈÉÓȣɊ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ ρωψπÓ ×ÈÅn the former Soviet Union was beginning to open up, it was the 
era of perestroika and glasnost, for the first time in 70 years Jews were free to be Jews. But 
it had a downside because antisemites, for the first time in 70 years, were free to be 
antisemites. And antisemitism began to reappear in Russia at the end of the 80s. And one of 
our Rabbanim from Manchester was out in Moscow helping to rebuild Jewish life. And 
while he was there, a young girl came to see him, in her late teens, and she was shaking, 
an

https://www.rabbisacks.org/archive/haman-the-first-antisemite/
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If we want to fight antisemitism, let us walk tall and proud as Jews, and let us work with all 
humanity to banish hatred forever. Amen. 

14) When someone recognizes you as a Jew, is that a compliment or an insult? 
 
 

15) What can you do to show your Jewish pride? 


